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Inledning

Elektrisk tidtagning i friidrott &r inget nytt. Det fdrekom forsta
gdngen vid OS i Stockholm 1912. Tidtagaruren var kopplade till start-
pistolen och startade d& startern tryckte av denna. Tidtagningen var
dndock manuell d& det vid mdlgdngen inte fanns ndgon automatik utan
tidtagaruren knépptes av for hand av tidtagarna.

0S 1912 &r ocksd fdrsta gdngen som mdlkamera anvdndes. Den var dock
inte som nu kopplad till tidtagarsystemet utan hanterades helt obe-
roende ddrav. Endast vid ett tillf&lle behdvde man ta till mdlfoto
for att avgdra placeringarna, i finalen p& 1.500m om 2:a- och 3:e-
platserna.

Sedan OS 1932 har varierande slag av elektrisk och automatisk tidtag-
ning forekommit. Sedan 1964 har vid OS all tidtagning varit automa-
tisk med koppling till startpistol och mdlkamera och sedan 1976 har
alla resultat givits i sekunder med 2 decimaler (hundradels sekun-
der). Reglerna for tidtagningen har dock varierat. Inte fOrr&n 1981
antog IAAF nu gédllande regler for automatisk tidtagning.

Den internationella organisationen av friidrottsstatistiker, Associ-
ation of Track and Field Statisticians, ATFS, har i sin medlems-
skrift, ATFS Bulletin, publicerat de eltider/automatiska tider som
enskilda medlemmar forskat fram. Det &r huvudsakligen Robin "Bob"
Sparks, president i ATFS sedan 1976, som grdvt fram gamla, aldrig
tidigare publicerade eltider. SOF har erhd&llit ATFS tillstdnd att,
under forutsdttning att k&llan anges, &terge de 1 ATFS Bulletin
publicerade tiderna. SOF &r ATFS skyldig ett varmt tack for detta
generdsa tillstdnd.

De i denna SOF-Bulletinen Special intagna meaterialet &r tidigare
publicerat i ATFS Bulletin som fd&ljer:

IAAF Timing Rules March 1989
1932 och 1936 No 2 1987
Automatic Timing Medallists 1952-1988 March 1989
1948 Ne. 1. 1993
1952 Supplement No 3-4 1987
1956 Supplement No 1 1988
1960 ‘Supplement No 1 1988
1968 No 1 1984

Eltiderna fOr OS 1964 i Tokyo saknas h&dr. De har heller aldrig varit
publicerade i ATFS Bulletin. P& forfrdgan till Bob Sparks 1989 upp-
gav denne att enbart eltiderna f&6r 100-400m har dterfunnits, att el-
tiderna f&r 800m och uppdt sannolikt &r borta for alltid samt att de
eltider 100-400m som &terfunnits skulle publiceras i en kommande ATFS
Bulletin. Upprepade fdrfragningar till Bob Sparks om ndr de kommer
har ej givit n&got besked. Om de kommer i en framtida ATFS Bulletin
kommer SOF att sdka &terge &ven dessa i1 SOF-Bulletinen.

Ture Widlund



Timing Rules

(Fully-automatic timing)

Automatic timing has a surprisingly long history (dating back to the 1920s),

but rules governing {its use vere not formulated untlil the 1960s. In 1983,
Rule 119 was adjusted to include the clauze "electiical timing may be used",
but with no precise instructions; by Inference, rounding off folloved the
rules for manual timing. Subsequent changes may be summarised as follows :-

(A) Events up to 400m/440y

pre-1965 No formal rule. 1964 Olympic Games times were issued rounded
off to the nearest tenth (but see note below).

1965-72 The above method was formally adopted into Rule 119.

1973-76 Rule unchanged, but in practice times were issued in hundredths
(follovwing the example of the 1972 Olympic Games).

1977- All times issued in hundredths.

(B) Events above 400m/440y

pre-1965 No formal rule. 1964 Olympic Games times were rounded off
according to the manual timing rule (and see also note below)
(e.g. 0.05 to 0.14 = 0.1 for events up to 1 mile;
0.05 to 0.14 = 0.2 for events above 1 mile;
0.15 to 0.24 = 0.2 for all events).
1965-76 The above method was formally adopted into Rule 119.
1977-78 Rounding off to the nearest tenth for all events
(e.g. 0.05 to 0.14 = 0.1; 0.15 to 0.24 = 0.2, etc.)
1979-80 Rounding up to the complete tenth for all events
(e.g. 0.01 to 0.10 = 0.1; 0.11 to 0.20 = 0.2, etc.)
1981- Rule changed - times issued in hundredths throughout.

(Note: for the period 1964-1970, the timing mechanism in photo-finish cameras
vas adjusted to delay the start by 0.05 sec. Only knowledge of the
actual photo-finish readings can enable us to correct the times.)

Implications of the above, for middle/long diStance events

The result of all these changes is that the same actual time might have been
issued (in tenths) with any of three different values, depending upon the year
it was recorded.

For example, third place in the 1972 Steeplechase (B:24.66) was recorded as
8:24.8. In the 1980 Games, the same time would have been issued as 8:24.7,
while in 1968 (taking 1into account the timing delay of 0.05) it would have
been 8:24.6 (i.e. rounded down from B8:24.61).

8:24.8 was the time (a U.K. record) established by John Davies in finishing
second in the 1974 Commonwealth Games. According to the rules of the period,

this might have been anything from 8:24.65 to 8:24.84, but we may never know
for certain since the films have been lost. In contrast, as a print of the
finish has been located, we nov know that Jipcho's winning time in the same
race (officially 8:20.8, Commonwealth record) wvas 0:20.67. .

Another case: the vinning time for the vomen’s 000m in the 1976 Olydpic Games
is shown officially as 1:54.9; in 1980, the same time vas recorded for second
place. For the former, however, the actual time vas 1:54.94 (rounded down),
vhile for the latter it was 1:54.81 (rounded up). Continuing to show both

as identical (1:54.9) is surely a nonsense.






